SZBA 9th session
winners announced

ABU DHABI

The Sheikh Zayed Book Award
(SZBA) announced Monday the
four winners in its 9th session
(2014,/2015).

The Literature Award went
to Osama Alaysa from Pales-
tine for his novel, "Majaneen
bait lahem” [The fools of Beth-
lehem), while Hanawa Haruo
from |apan was named winner
of the Translation Award for
his work on Naguib Mahfouz's
Cairo Trilogy (Palace Walk,
Palace of Desire and Sugar
Street) translated to Japanese.
The Arab Culture in Other Lan-

ges Award went to Sugita
Hideaki, also from Japan, for
his book, Arabian-Naito to
Nihon-Jin (The Arabian Nights
and the Japanese), while Arab
Scientific Publishers Inc. from
Lebanon won the Publishing
and Technology Award,

Dr. Ali bin Tamim, Secre-
tary-General of the Sheikh
Zayed Book Award, congratu-
lated the winners of all cate-
gories for their achievements,
stressing that their work de-
served this grand recognition,
especially as the Sheikh Zayed
Book Award thrives to live up
to its name as it honours the
memory of the late Sheikh

~ Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan,
and its mission to celebrate
outstanding writers, intellectu-
als, publishers as well as yu::l%

talent whose writings an
translations of humaniti
have scholarly and objecti
enriched Arab cultural, literary
and social life.

Mr. bin Tamim explained
that the winners’ selection
came after extensive discus-
sions between the Awards'
Board of Trustees and the Sci-
entific Committee of the re-
sults submitted by the judging
panels across the Award's nine
Categories. The judges inde-
pendently evaluated submitted
works from over 31 countries
worldwide in this year's ses-
sion, which were translated in
a longlist and a shortlist of con-
tenders for the selection of the
winning titles.

He also expressed his grat-
itude to members of the Board
of Trustees, Scientific Commit-
tee, the judging panels and
reading panels for their efforts
and ication. He also
thanked universities and cul-
tural entities for their nomina-
tions, and acknowledged the
hard work put forth by the
nominees this year.

—WAM




